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Community Voices from Sonoma County
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We Listen Report as Supplement in
January Press Democrat Will Help Create
Community Conversation Circles

Sonoma County takes great pride in its image—beautiful landscapes and seascapes, pleasant small cities and
towns, endless vineyards, a myriad of leisure time activities, and culinary pleasures that include fine restau-
rants, cooking schools, gourmet shops and wine bars.

But is this picture complete? Community concerns are airbrushed out of this idyllic travelogue picture of the
county. Like every community, Sonoma County struggles with its share of tensions, economic problems, and
inter-group conflicts and misunderstandings. Unfortunately, emphasizing only the positive parts of Sonoma
County distracts us from confronting the challenges we face.

On Sunday, January 25th, Listening for a Change’s We Listen report will arrive as a supplement in the Press
Democrat. Thoughtful quotes from some of the 180 oral history interviewees conducted by Sonoma County
neighbors, friends and associates offer a portrait that includes the voices of some who aren’t always heard, but
have much to teach us about ways we practice acceptance and might create a richer, more caring community
life. (continued on page 6)

To have your group or organization participate in Listening for a Change’s
Community Conversation Circles: contact our office at 578-5420 or welisten@listen-
ingforachange.org or visit our website at www.listeningforachange.org

Executive Director, Phyllis Rosenfield . 1300 North Dutton Avenue . Santa Rosa, CA 95401
info@listeningforachange.org - www.listeningforachange.org . tel: (707)578-5420 . fax: (707)526-2918



Essence of Acceptance Updates

Marin County Community
School students conduct
| interviews of neighbors
who are models of
resiliency

Left to right:

| Richard Hymns, LucasFilm,
| 3-time Oscar winner for
sound editing

Ebonique Kendall
Jamaree Saucer

“I learned that my life could be hard, but there are
people’s lives that are harder than mine.” MCCS Student

Our school program, Essence of Acceptance, continues to be implemented throughout the region by teachers
who have participated in our workshops.

One of the more innovative new programs is through a State Farm Youth Advisory Board grant we received
with Dominican University’s service-learning program to bring an understanding of human rights and oral his-
tory taking to at-risk youth at Marin County Community School (MCCS). Thanks to the cultural and education-
al skills of Listening for a Change’s Caroline Chinn Gonsalves and key MCCS teacher, Sheridan Gold, who has
enthusiastically embraced the pedagogy, the secondary school program is going well with students engaged
and growing with each interview experience.

Dominican University students under the guidance of Julia van der Ryn & Jenny Bray have supported the stu-
dents as they move through the process of interview preparation, interview, and reflection. Next semester addi-
tional Dominican classes will be participating. The Essence of Acceptance segment of the program is being
implemented with the support of Phyllis Rosenfield and Caroline Chinn Gonsalves.

Teachers from Sonoma County Office of Education’s Alternative Education Program will be participating in a
workshop in December. Additionally, several teachers from Community Action Partnership’s Youth Build School
are beginning implementation. Listening for a Change can help you tailor this dynamic program to meet the
needs of your students.

Please contact our office if you, or someone you know, would like to bring Essence of Acceptance to their
classroom.

CommunitY LiStening 2009 Schedule for Interviewer
Project Workshops

Would You Like to Interview Your Neighbor? Saturday, Feb 21st, 9 A.M.-1 P.M.
If you'd like to interview your neighbor, please join Saturday, May 9th, 9 Am.-1 pP.m.
one of our free, upcoming Community Listening Saturday, Oct 24th, 9 A.m.-T p.m.
Project workshops to learn basic oral history skills
and consider your own culture(s) as well as those in
the surrounding community. Everyone is welcome
from teens to elders and every age in-between!
Visit our website for information and contact our

office to enroll: 578-5420 or info@listening- For additional information call 578-5420.
forachange.org.
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Workshops are held at the
Volunteer Center of Sonoma County,
153 Stony Circle, Suite 100, Classroom A,
Santa Rosa




A Few
Thoughts
from

Board Chair
Meg Alexander

The election of Barack Obama is just too big to go
without note even by this small news outlet. Our
44th president is usually described as Black. But
more accurately, he is multi-cultural and multira-
cial. He both stands for change and embodies
change.

So does Listening for a Change. We are proud of
our mission: “promoting understanding and accep-
tance of human diversity”. And though we are
working through education, oral history and the
arts, it has been exhilarating through this long
campaign to experience some sustained political
attention to issues of race and culture as part of
our dialogue at a national scale.

Let’s bring this dialogue home. We are a multi-cul-
tural and multi-racial community, but are we com-
fortable with this? Can we embrace this as a
strength? Can we engage in a community dialogue
that one by one and two by two builds community
and connection? Can we listen? Do we know the
questions to ask?

I encourage all of you who have been energized by
the message of “Yes We Can” and “Fired Up and
Ready to Go!” to read our report “We Listen:
Community Voices from Sonoma County.” Read it
cover to cover. It is being published on Sunday,
January 25, 2009, as a supplement in the Press
Democrat.

Take particular note of “Simple Solutions for
Significant Change”. Be in touch with us if you have
ideas or want to initiate a dialogue. Use us as a
resource.

And for those of you who care about these issues, |
also encourage you to support us in these difficult
times, as you are able. Small or large, each contri-
bution is used well and much appreciated.

Caroline Chinn Gonsalves Brings
Strength to Our Programs

It doesn’t take long to know that Listening for a
Change has a jewel of an instructor, workshop
leader, teacher-coach, and program developer with
Caroline Chinn Gonsalves. As our Program
Associate, her knowledge, experience, and infec-
tious energy impress all who meet her. For
Caroline, “The fit (with Listening for a Change) is
natural, challenging and exciting and both engages
and challenges me!”

With a Masters in Cross-Cultural Education, Caroline
taught high school for six years at Saint Mary’s
College High School as well as being the Director of
the Community Service Program at the school. In
addition, she taught in the Teacher Credential pro-
gram at Saint Mary’s College. Helping students to
learn in and outside the classroom and honoring a
wide range of learning intelligences is an area in
which Caroline excels.

From 2001-06, Caroline was the Assistant and then
Executive Director of Summer Search North San
Francisco Bay Area, a unique nonprofit that works
with promising students from low income homes to
support them with confidence and skill building
activities, mentoring, and engaging programs. The
program is implemented throughout the year, but
each student participates in a very special summer
enrichment program tailored to her/his interests
and needs. Summer Search works to be a stabiliz-
ing, character-building support system through the
high school and college years.

With her previous work experiences and in her
capacity with Listening for a Change, Caroline says
helping others acquire new or enhanced listening
skills and challenging both teachers and students
to take risks, is quite satisfying. “Feeling like you're
heard, that’s where it touches me.”

As a third and fourth generation Chinese-American,
Caroline grew up quiet outside the home. A turn-
ing point was when she attended an eighth grade
environmental camp and, for the first time, was
asked to present a speech at the closing ceremony.
Everyone was quiet and respectfully listened and
honored what she had to say. “l think that
unleashed me in all kinds  (continued on page 6)




Sunset Soiree was a resounding success! Thank you!

Event Sponsors Beyers/Costin Essence of Acceptance
Joshua Feigenbaum Curriculum Sponsors:
Gold Geary, Shea, O'Donnell, Grattan &
Fountaingrove Lodge Mitchell Stephen Beckwith & Ellen Breisacher
Perry, Johnson, Anderson, Miller & Industrial Carting/Global Materials Fred & Sandra Brewer
Moskowitz Recovery Pat Callahan
Jackson Family Wines Connie Codding
Silver Vera Korkus Chris & Hillary Costin
Anonymous Ellen & Michael Mundell Brad & Pam Drexler
Codding Foundation Ty Pforsich & Cindy Cook Ann DuBay & Jeremy Olsan
Exchange Bank Jean Schulz Russ Gardiner
Ken & Donna Martin Family Fund Spaulding, McCullough & Tansil LLP  Robin Moses
Sonoma County Office of Education  Henry Trione Todd & Mary Taggart
Summit State Bank Wells Fargo Bank Steve & Neva Turer
Willow Creek Financial Services
Bronze Fund

Meg & Marc Alexander

A special thank you to these contributors for venue and services: Jacques & Barbara
Schlumberger, Reach360, Bailyn Graphics, and NorthBay Biz

34 Left: Michel-
Schlumberger
Winery courtyard

Below: Anne McGivern, LFC
Advisory Leader, selling
Heads/Tails Raffle necklaces

Above: Connie Codding presenting the
2008 Connie Codding Humanist Award to
Jim Foster, Executive Director and co-
founder of Positive Images

. Above: Jim Wilkinson, Sandy Brown, Neva Turer and David Karpilow
Photos by Garry Greensweig at the Tomato Table, provided by Patricia Hom’s Night Owl Catering




Auction Item Donors

Arbios Cellars
Arrowood Vineyards & Winery
AT&T Yellow Pages
Barbara Greensweig ART
Bauer's Transportation
Bistro 29
Blue Waters Kayaking
Chalk Hill Winery
Clay & Kim Clement
Cline Cellars
Dana Hawley
Daphne Smith
David & Maria Karpilow
Earthworks
Elee Tsai
Ellen Boneparth & James Wilkinson
Full Plate Restaurant Consulting
Hawley Wines
Hotel Monaco San Francisco
Jewish Community Center of
Sonoma
County
Kate Black Glass Art
Kathy Horan
Kendall-Jackson Wine Estates

Lowepro

Mark & Lisa Stokes

Marsha Connell

Mazzocco Winery

Meg Dakin

Mitch & Carole Firestone-Gillis

Motorola

Osher Lifelong Learning Institute
at SSU

Pam Field - Yoga Center of
Santa Rosa

Paradise Ridge Winery

Reed Ferrick, DDS

Relish Culinary Adventures

Rialto Cinemas Lakeside

Richard Katzoff DDS

River Rock Casino

Sam's For Play Café

Santa Rosa Symphony

Silver Pines Vineyards

Stark Reality Restaurants

Tamarya Hulme - Todd Road Farm

Thomas & Cappie Garrett

Traverso's Gourmet Foods, Wines
& Liquors

Zone Recording - Blair Hardman
Productions

Auction High Bidders:

Meg & Marc Alexander

Susan Bailyn & David Voss

Jim Berger

Ellen Boneparth & Jim Wilkinson

Fred & Sandra Brewer

Chris & Hillary Costin

Cynthia Denenholz & Paul Jamond

Pam & Brad Drexler

Chris Dreyer

Jason & Tiffany Gittins

Patrick Grattan

Lisa Hardin & Mark Stokes

Kevin & Mary Klockenga

Anne McGivern

Larry Ornell

Perry, Johnson, Anderson, Miller &
Moskowitz LLP

Barbara Schlumberger

Peggy Tourje & Jane Krensky

Diane Trembley

Abe & Robin Wachsberg

Left Teacher
Molly Bass and

Below, left to right: Board member Wes Winter, Peter
Kingston, and Steve Gustafson

her students,
Abby Bordin and
Amy Moses,
spoke about
their experience
in the classroom
with our Essence
of Acceptance
program

Left: Phyllis
Rosenfield, LFC
Executive
Director, and
Barbara
Greensweig

and Pam Drexler

Above: Meg Alexander, LFC Board Chair,




Volunteer
of the
Year
Deborah
Perel

Deborah Perel says she “retired” two years ago, but
what she really means is that she’s still working,
just not employed! In addition to volunteering for
6-8 hours each week for Listening for a Change,
she’s a tutor at Wright School, a driver for
Sebastopol Senior Center and most recently she’s
working with the Sonoma County Library’s Adult
Literacy program with a woman who is an immi-
grant from Mexico. This is not everyone’s vision of
retirement, but one from which the entire commu-
nity benefits. Deborah said: “My parents have set
the standard for me. They’ve been volunteering for
years. | always felt that | would like to give back to
the community as they have done.”

For Deborah, born and raised in Petaluma on a
small chicken farm that raised chickens to become
fryers, life was low key and idyllic except that it was
a lot of hard work. There was always something to
do on the farm to get the chickens ready for market
or prepare for the next round of chicks. Her grand-
parents came to Petaluma to join a Jewish cultural
and political community to work the land. All of her
grandparents sang in the Jewish Folk Chorus. Her
cousin, Scott Gerber, is a well known Yiddish
singing cowboy!

Deborah likes what Listening for a Change does in
the community and thinks it’s very important to
hear what other people of other backgrounds have
to say. She’s especially pleased with the upcoming
publishing of the We Listen report. “I’ve been very
excited in doing transcriptions about what I’'m hear-
ing and have wished that what I’'m listening to could
be shared with the community.”

Bringing her twenty years of experience as an office
administrator for the schools and as an auditor for
the State Comp Insurance Fund to our Listening for
a Change organization, Deborah has helped imple-
ment several Listening for a Change programs, writ-
ten budgets, worked tirelessly on our annual
events, and completed numerous transcriptions for
the Community Listening Project.

Deborah has two young adult daughters, Marisa &
Elana, and lives with her husband, Geoff, in
Sebastopol. Listening for a Change is most appre-
ciative of all the time and diverse support she gives
our nonprofit.

(We Listen Report, continued from page 1)

Neighborhood organizations, community social
groups, nonprofits, religious groups, businesses,
etc. are invited to contact Listening for a Change to
schedule and arrange for a We Listen report facili-
tated dialogue. Skilled volunteers are prepared to
offer guided conversation about sensitive issues
and to consider what we can do to help make
Sonoma County a community where all are wel-
comed and respected.

A special thank you to our major funders for the
Community Listening Project and its We Listen
report: Community Foundation Sonoma
County/Schulz Family Fund, the Daphne Smith Fund
of the Community Foundation Sonoma County and
the Codding Foundation. Our We Listen commit-
tee’s dedicated members are Ellen Boneparth, Ellen
Mundell, Jim Foster, William Hazelwood, Deborah
Perel, and Phyllis Rosenfield. An additional thank
you is extended to Gaye LeBaron, Pete Golis, Caitlin
Costin, Hillary Costin, and Edmund Buckley for doc-
ument editing.

Getting to know your neighbors and associates can
make our vision of acceptance and caring a reality.
We must begin with a small groundswell to build
change. All of us need to think, act, and engage.

(Caroline Chinn Gonsalves, continued from page 3)

of ways!” says Caroline. Never having been put in
that situation before, she felt more confident to
speak up and was reassured that what she had to
say was important and had validity. This stayed
with Caroline and gave her confidence as she
moved into her high school years.

As lead coach and support for Listening for a
Change’s Essence of Acceptance program with the
Marin Alternative Schools through a grant from the
State Farm Youth Advisory Board, Caroline gives
generously of herself. She works with teachers,
high school students and Dominican University col-
lege students to teach human rights and oral histo-
ry interviewing. Her insights, hard work, and posi-
tive approach help bring people from many differ-
ent backgrounds together to hear and understand
one another in a deeper, more authentic way.

Caroline’s background, experience, and skills in
cross-cultural studies make her an excellent fit not
only for Listening for a Change’s Essence of
Acceptance school program, but for our Diversity
and Engagement program for businesses and non-
profits as well. As an active, engaged listener in the
community, schools, and businesses, Caroline does
indeed fit well into Listening for a Change’s pro-
grams and needs.
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Thank you to our Major Funders:

Codding Foundation

Community Foundation Sonoma County - Schulz Donor Advised Fund
Daphne Smith Fund of Community Foundation Sonoma County

State Farm Youth Advisory Board

A Sincere Thank You to All of Our Friends and Supporters
Who Have Given So Generously from May 2008 through November 2008:

$250 - $499
Hank Cohn
Gayle Guynup
Louisa Leavitt

$100 - $249

Roberta Berg

Anthony & Regina Brennan

Ellen & Herb Brosbe

Chris Campbell & Bud Smith

Kim and Clay Clement

Burton & Raleigh Fohrman

Billy & Suzie Friedman

Susan & Joe Gorin

Rudy Lacoe & Peggy Hammett

Cynthia & Mark Hayashi

William Hazelwood & Susan
Harman

Asher & Kirstin Miller

Ben & Eloise Oretsky

Judi Rosenthal

Kate & Rex Sater

Marcia Shainsky

Sandy & Jim Shelton
Joyce Sokolik

Sparkie & Joe Spaeth
Barry & Audrey Sterling
Martin & Marlene Stein
Barbara & Eugene Toschi

Up to $99

Alfred & Susanne Batzdorff

Penny & Frank Briceno

Florence Boxerman

Ed & Jeanne Buckley

Lorrie Donnenwirth & Andre
Hargrove

Diane Dorfman

Jocelyn & Fred Euphrat

Stan Feingold & Roz Edelson

Morris Feldman & Maryann
Schacht

Andrea Goodman

Bob & Juie Hahn

Floris & Dan Hoffenberg

Marvin & Sheila Hyman

Shelly & Howard Kalmer
Karen & Wayne Kellam
Sue Lewis & Dave Silacci
Kim Marois

Dawn Matheny & Milton Woolley
Maurine & Warren Olson
Jeri Phllips & Michael Lash
Margo Requarth

Muriel Robbins
Anne-Jeanne Rothchild
Eva Seligman-Kennard
John Schiller

Joseph Schwartz

Anne & Brion Seeley

Tad & Debbie Shapiro
David & Charlene Staples
Sylvia Sucher

Marie Sugiyama

Darlene Tamayo

Karen & Harry Tappin

Bill & Mary Traverso
Francisco & Rosa Vazquez
Cynthia & Sydney Wexler

In Memoriam:

In memory of Vivian Frye from Ed & Leyah Brosbe, Ellen & Herb Brosbe,
Margaret & Albert Crenshaw, Timothy Edwards, Jennie Gottheiner, my dear
cousin from Jane Kerschner, in loving and grateful memory from Catherine
A. Mayer, Rebecca McClure, with love from My Morning Jacket & Flatiron
Management, Phyllis & Arnie Rosenfield

In memory of Tamara Hashizumi from Gordon Larsen

In memory of T.C. Stevenson, MD, from Elaine Stevenson

ing at 2007 Michel-Schlumberger event

In Celebration:

In honor of Rose & Si Siegel from Cynthia and Ron Macken

In honor of Jim Foster from Nancy Vogl

In honor of Ruben Brosbe for completing his 1st year as a NY teaching fellow from Liora Brosbe and
Danny Issacson

In celebration of Edith Newman’s 85th birthday and Ellen & Herb Brosbe becoming grandparents from
Debbie and Tad Shapiro




BOARD MEMBERS

Meg Alexander, Chair Jessica Flores, Secretary Executive Program Associate
Daphne Beletsis Asher Miller Director/President Caroline Chinn Gonsalves
Ellen Boneparth Giselle Perry Phyllis Rosenfield

Tamara Dunn Wes Winter Program Coordinator

Anne Shepherd

Advisory Committee: Les Adler, PhD, Edmund Buckley, Yolanda Cervantes, Connie Codding, Hillary Costin, Christyne
Davidian, Bruce Dzieza, Rabbi George Gittleman, Patrick Grattan, Lisa Hardin Stokes, Cynthia Hayashi, Jason Higashi,
Tamarya Hulme, Geza Kadar, Vera Korkus, Jim Leddy, Anne McGivern, Victoria Mwangi, Kate Sater, Padi Selwyn, Elee Tsai

Mission
Listening for a Change promotes understanding and acceptance of human diversity through education, oral history
and the arts.

Programs

Essence of Acceptance uses the techniques of oral history and the arts in a comprehensive curriculum to teach
empathy and awareness of our common humanity in secondary schools.

Community Listening Project trains members of diverse community cultural groups to take oral histories of other
groups as a means to cross boundaries and build community.

Diversity & Engagement is a program for businesses, nonprofits and government agencies which teaches attentive
listening skills and cultural awareness to help employees interact more effectively.

Sonoma County Survivor Project is a traveling exhibit of photographs and oral histories of Sonoma County resi-
dents who survived a dramatic loss of human rights. The exhibit can also be viewed at www.listeningforachange.org.
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