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HOLOCAUST:

T was so lucky
to be spared,
teacher said

CONTINUED FROM PAGE B1

ture series.

As Holocaust survivors slow-
ly die out, the trio are resurrect-
ing painful memories they've
repeated dozens of times to vari-
ous audiences, from living
rooms to classrooms.

“We have genocide going on
in Africa right now, Darfur
and other places, and we're not
making enough of it,” said
Cohn, 78, whose parents died
in Auschwitz. “In Europe,
when this was going on, people
didn’t believe it was happen-
ing, so they didn’t react.”

Today, he said, feels eerily
like Europe in the 1930s and
40s: “There’s probably not
enough outrage, because ac-
tion is not being taken.”

Though not yet 11, Cohn
spent a night in jail, too, on
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Santa Rosa resident and Holocaust survivor Hilde Catz holds the identification papers she was issued when
she reached England after escaping with the help of Kindertransport.

Nov. 9, 1938, with his mother

tant relatives in Minneapolis.
Catz also expected to meet

Catz never saw her parents
again.

and brother, Bert, age 8. Un- again with her parents when, In April 1942, they were :_lg‘!_-'gf:g SSETRIES
able to emigrate because his ;5 3 14.year-old, she left her Ba- transported among 134 people :
service in the German army in  yapan town of Aschaffenburg ~ from their town to eastern Po- Santa Rosans Alfred Batzdorff,

World War I left him with a
combat-related limp, Fritz
Cohn and his wife Ilse decided

land, where they were either
shot on arrival and buried in a
mass grave, or sent to their

Hilde Catz and Hans “Hank"
Cohn will speak at 4 p.m.
today at Sonoma State

to board a Kindertransport
train June 6, 1939.
Her parents, Jacob and Jo-

their boys must escape Stral- i deaths at Belzec or Sobibor con- University on the topic
sund, their native town on the ﬂlham,xg II;rIayer, _a;s?iurmg dher centration camp. "Remerﬁaering the g
Baltic Sea. g i TEAnied GRS aay,s “I was so lucky to be spared, Kindertransport.”

In March 1939, when the pair gently reminded her to be
set off by train f(,)r achildren’s ©n her best behavior for the
home outside Paris for Jewish  Working-class Coventry couple
refugees, “the sense was this who would foster her on the

and I've been so lucky in my
life,” said Catz, a retired teach-
er. “My life has to count for
something, If I can talk to stu-

It is the final event in this
year's Holocaust lecture series,
the oldest holocaust studies

will all be over one of these other side of the English dents, this will not be forgotten. program in the West.
days, and we’ll be getting back  Channel. ... f we don’t do it, who will?” 4
together,” Cohn recalled. “They had the grace to take Their talk at Warren

Auditorium in Ives Hall is free

The boys corresponded with  in a Jewish child” at a time You can reach Staff Writer and open to the public.
their parents until the war de- ~ When few other countries, in-  Katy Hillenmeyer at 521-5274 or
prived them of those ties, but cluding the United States, khillenmeyer@pressdemocrat.com.

never saw them again. would provide thousands of Eu-

Cohn sailed to the United ropean Jews a safe harbor,
States in 1941 with the aid of Catz remembered Monday. “I
Quakers and wound up with dis- am eternally grateful to them.”



